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XXVIL. Defeription of the Fefuits Bark Tree of Jamaica
and the Caribbees. By William Wright, M. D. Member
of the Philofopbical Society of America, and Surgeon-
general in Jamaica. Communicated by Jofeph Banks,
Efquire, F. R. S,

Read April 24, HIS fpecies of Jefuits bark grows on

K ftony lands near the fea-fhore, in the
parifhes of St. James and Hanover, on the north-fide of
Jamaica; and I found one fmall tree, at a little diftance
from the fort, at Martha Brae in the parith of Trelawny.
The tree is called the Sea-fide Beech, and rifes only to
twenty feet. The trunk is not thick in proportion, but
hard, tough, and of a yellowifh-white colour in the infide.
The branches and leaves are oppofite; the leaves are of a
rufty green, and the young buds of a blueith green hue.
It blofloms in November, and continues in flower till Fe-
bruary, having on the fame tree or {prig, flowers and
ripe pods. The flowers are of a duikifth yellow colour,
and the pods black : when ripe they {plit in two, and are,

with their flat brown feeds, in every refpet fimilar to
thofe
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thofe of the Cinchona oficinalis as depicted in a plate fent
out by Mr. BANKS.

The bark of this tree in general is fmooth and grey
on the outfide, though in fome rough and {cabrous.
When well dried, the infide is of a dark-brown colour.
Its flavour at firft is fweet, with a mixture of the tafte of
horfe-radifh and of aromatics of the Eaft; but, when
fwallowed, of that very bitternefs and aftringency which
charaterifes the Peruvian bark. It yields thefe qualities
ftrongly to water both when cold and in decoction. Half
an ounce, boiled from two pounds to one pound of water,
made as ftrong a deco¢tion as three times its weight of the
Cinchona vera. The colour was brown, but not turbid.

I have had many opportunities of trying its effects,
efpecially in remittents, which are the moft common
and fatal fevers in thefe climes. A vomit or gentle
purge, if neceflary, was firft given; and then imme-
diately this bark fo foon as they operated. I obferved
that it ftrengthened the ftomach, checked retching and
vomiting, corre¢ted morbid humours in prime vie, and
conquered fpeedily the difeafe. My fuccefs in fuch a
dangerous malady leaves not a doubt on my mind, but
that it will prove equally efficacious in every other cafe
where a tonic and antifeptic medicine is indicated.

Vor. LXVII. Uuu CIN-
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CINCHONA JAMAICENCIS, fen CARIBBEANA
CINCHONA CARIBZA, Linn. Spec. Plant, 2.45.

FOL. ovata, integerrima, acuta, enervia, oppofita.

FLOR. fingulares, axillares.

CAL. Perianthiumn rmonophyllum, fuperum, quinque-
fidum, minimum, perfiftens, campanulatum, obfo-
letiffime quinguedentatum.

COR. monopetala, infundibiliformis. T¥bus cylindraceus,
longiffimus: Limbus quinquepartitus, tubo equa-
lis: Laciniis. ovatis, oblongis, reflexis, quandoque
pendulis.

sTAM. Filamenta quinque, filiformia, ere&ta e medio tubi,
longitudine corolle.- 4nthere longiflime, obtufz,
erecte fupra bafin exteriorem, affixae in fauce corollz,

caPs. bipartibilis in duas partes diffepimento paralello.
latere inferiore dehifcens.

sEM. plurima, comprefla, marginata, oblonga.
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